
 

Calendar of Events 

_____________________________ 

 

TXSTMA Educational Meeting 

June 9, 2010 

FC Dallas 

Frisco, Texas 

 

Texas Turfgrass Association Sum-

mer Conference: 

July 25 - 27, 2010 

Corpus Christi, Texas 

 

Texas Turfgrass Association Win-

ter Conference and Trade Show 

Nov. 29  -  Dec. 1, 2010 

Fort Worth , Texas 

 

National Sports Turf Managers 

Association Conference 

January 11  -  15,  2011 

Austin, Texas 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

   Presidentõs Message 

 
Yes, the TXSTMA survives.  We start the New Year with a wonderful group of highly 
energetic people that are serving on our Board of Directors.  In all, the organization has seen 

some tough times and seen our numbers dwindle, but WE WILL GROW in 2010.  Our new 

committee directors have taken their jobs seriously and have started planning our educational 

field days, and the annual scholarship golf tournament .  We should have all the dates locked in 

by the end of the month and will post all the information on our website at TXSTMA.org.  

President-Elect Dan Bergstrom has been hard at work transforming the website and has set us 

up on Facebook.  Search txstma to find us and join our group where you can interact with other 

sports turf managers from across the State and the Nation utilizing our discussion boards.  The 

electronic age has no boundaries, and we will be able to reach more people in a shorter amount 

of time by transitioning to the electronic newsletter.   The current issue of the newsletter has 

been sent to over nine hundred email addresses to try and reach a broader range of people that 
can benefit from our organization.  If you are receiving it for the first time, welcome.  If you 

would like to continue to receive the quarterly newsletter, find the attached membership 

application and send it in, or visit the website at TXSTMA.org and use our Pay Online 

function.  We are excited and motivated for a stellar year in 2010 and hope that you choose to 

be an active part of it.  Feel free to send the newsletter along to anyone that you feel might 

benefit from your TXSTMA. 

Kris Harris 

President-Texas Sports Turf Managers association 

 

TXSTMA Members Win National Awards at STMA Conference: 

Two of the Texas Sports Turf Managers Association members were presented the most 

prestigious awards that the national Sports Turf Manager Association presents at its annual 

conference.  These awards are named after the four founders of the STMA; Dick Ericson, Dr. 

William H. Daniel, George Toma and Harry Gill, and each award has separate and distinct 

judging criteria. 

At its 2010 banquet in Orlando, Florida, the STMA presented its George Toma Golden Rake 

Award to Mr. Craig Potts, Assistant Manager/Athletic Fields at Texas A&M University.  He is 

described as an active chapter member, a frequent speaker and presenter, and a mentor to many 

crew members and students.  He is highly respected for his nationally recognized fields, but 

even more so for his professionalism and humility. 

At the same banquet, the STMA presented the Harry C. Gill Memorial Award to Mr. Tom 

Burns, from Diamond Pro in Dallas, Texas.  The Gill Award recognizes an individual for their 
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hard work in the sports turf industry and acknowledges their dedication and service to the STMA.  Burns was honored for 

his extraordinary commitment to the profession.   He has served this industry for many years in various capacities, as a 

sports turf manager, a chapter leader, a national board leader, a commercial supporter and a committee volunteer.  He has 

been an ambassador for STMA and is credited for getting his peers to join and become involved in the STMA. 

Congratulations to both Mr. Craig Potts and Mr. Tom Burns for these prestigious awards.  Both individuals are very deserv-

ing of this national recognition for all their hard work in the sports industry and especially for their willingness to help others 

in the sports turf management profession achieve success. 

 

STMA Awards (continued); 
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Parking Car  
 

Nicholas Castro  
Second Baptist Church  

Assistant Head Grounds Keeper  

 

Parking cars, ever tried it on your turf? When you think of parking cars at a sporting event or a large gathering, youôre either park-

ing on a black top, or in a parking garage. At Second Baptist Church, you have both those options. Or if youôre running late on 

Sunday, and you get here a quarter after nine chances are you will be parking on the football field like you were about to go to a 

county fair out in the sticks. 

 



 

ing images that appear to be out 

of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose and 

import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you 

can use to draw shapes and sym-

bols. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is 

an important part of adding con-

tent to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 
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trying to convey. Avoid select-

Once you have chosen an image, 
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sure to place the caption of the 
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 Here at Second Baptist Church, not only do we play sports, and have field days, but we park cars on the field. On any given 

Sunday, weather permitting, we will average anywhere from 70 to 130 cars on the field. It is amazing to this day that we still have 

Bermuda growing on our complex. 

 

 We park the cars one behind the other in double rows. We do this so that they only have two ways to pull out, either pull 

straight forward and out the gate, or back out, then pull forward out the gate. This helps eliminate the unnecessary turning of the 

wheels, and peeling out. We leave just enough room along the stadium and the fences of baseball and softball to where they can 

drive in and out of the complex. Every Sunday after all the cars have pulled off of the field we will run irrigation for about ten 

minutes a zone. This puts the moisture back into the plant that has been drawn out by the weight and pressure of having a car on it. 

Monday morning is when the fun begins. We start by looking at the damage that has been done, like ruts, spots where the wheel was 

turned hard, or even a minor peel out. With this type of damage itôs easy to just get a pitch fork, stab the ground and simply aerate 

the area. This will relieve the soil from compaction and give oxygen to the plant to start healing. For the heavier damage, like the ruts 

formed by the cars driving in, we will aerate, and top-dress these areas heavily. This is only half the equation to keeping quality turf 

when putting it to the test when using it as a parking surface. Feeding the turf the right nutrients plays a big part in keeping it healthy 

and strong enough to withstand the stress it goes through on weekly bases. We only use fertilizers with high percentage of 

nitrogen and potash, (potassium). Recently we have been using a blend of 22-0-22 with a nutrient package that consists of 2% iron, 

and 2% magnesium. This blend has worked wonders for our turf and has really been the difference every week in what we put our 

turf through.  

 

 This has been by far the toughest challenge Iôve had to overcome since being here at Second Baptist Church. It has really 

pushed me to evolve as a grounds keeper and to push the turf to the limit. 
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Organic Arsenicals: Product Cancellation Order and Amendments to Terminate Uses 

 
VI.  Provisions for Disposition of Existing Stocks 
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Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
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Texas Sports Turf Managers Association 

VI.  Provisions for Disposition of Existing Stocks 

 

    Existing stocks art those stocks of registered pesticide products which are currently in the United States and which were pack-

aged, labeled and released for shipment prior to the effective date of the cancellation action.  The cancellation order issued in this 

notice includes the following existing stocks provisions. 

    After December 31, 2009, registrants are prohibited from selling or distributing existing stocks of products containing MSMA  

labeled for all uses, except  cotton, sod farms, golf courses and highway rights-of-way.  Also, after December 31 2009 registrants 

are prohibited from selling or distributing existing stocks of products containing DSMA, CAMA, cacodylic acid and its sodium salt. 

    After December 31, 2010, persons other than registrants are prohibited from selling or distributing existing stocks of produ cts 

containing MSMA labeled for all uses, except cotton, sod farms, golf courses and highway rights-of-way, and products containing 

DSMA, CAMA, and/or cacodylic acid and its sodium salt. 

    After December 31, 2010 existing stocks of products containing MSMA labeled for all uses, except cotton, sod farms, golf 

courses and highway rights-of-way and products containing DSMA, CAMA, cacodylic acid and its sodium salt, already in the hands 

of users can be used legally until they are exhausted, provided that such use complies with the EPA-approved label and labeling of 

the affected product.   

    After December 31, 2012, registrants are prohibited from selling or distributing existing stocks of products containing MSMA  

labeled for use on sod farms, golf courses and highway rights-of-way. 

    After June 30, 2013, persons other than registrants are prohibited from selling or distributing existing stocks of products contain-

ing MSMA labeled for use on sod farms, golf courses and highway rights-of-way.  After December 31, 2013, use of products con-

taining MSMA labeled for all uses, except cotton is prohibited. 

 

Basically,  according to paragraph # 4, if you have existing stocks of MSMA on hand, you can use it on sports fields until 

the supply is exhausted.  However, according to paragraph # 6, all uses of MSMA except for cotton will be prohibited after 

December 31, 2013.  Note, I am trying to get this issue cleared up by the EPA.  Will post this on website as soon as final 

word comes in from EPA.  

 

 


